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April 15, 2021

Dear Families and Staff:

After a week-and-a-half of the all-in return at the elementary level, we can see the
enormous benefits of having all our children together. Students have been extremely
excited to see their friends in other cohorts and to have class every day. They have
also been patient and attentive to safety protocols. I would like to thank our nurses,
teaching staff, administrators, food service workers, and custodians who have
worked so hard to make the all-in experience a truly nurturing one. I would also like to
like to thank our staff and students in our remote academy, WRAP, who continue to
engage deeply and enthusiastically in study.

Our K-12 All-In Return After Vacation
Students in Grades K-5
All-in classes will resume on Monday, April 26.

Students in Grades 6-12 will return all-in on Tuesday, April 27. (Please note that
Monday, April 26 will be a no-school day for grades 6-12 students, including those in
WRAP, to enable teachers to plan for the all-in return.) Dr. Mizoguchi and Ms. Gavron
will be sending you their schools’ reopening plans soon. These plans will detail
student schedules, arrival and dismissal, and other aspects of this all-in mode.

Protecting All of Us
In order for us to keep our students in school during the all-in mode, we need to work
together. Please keep in mind that a single COVID case, given our minimum
threshold of three feet, can cause several uninfected students to quarantine as close
contacts and miss several days of school.

Please pay particular attention to the safety protocols below during and directly after
April school vacation in order to give all of our students the best chance to avoid
infection and quarantine.

1. Participate in the Pooled Testing Program-- Stage 2 (April 26-June 11):
Now Free and Required for High School In-Person Extracurriculars

Deadline: April 25th for HS Extracurricular Participants or May 7th for
Others

Our pooled testing program has been a huge success in identifying cases
early before there is significant community spread. It is crucial that as many
people as possible participate to maximize its potential to protect our students
and staff.

As a result, we extended the pooled tested program to a second stage, from
the week of April 26 to June 11. We have two new changes to the program:
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(i) No Fee for Participation in Stage 2: How to Enroll
As a result of donations, State and School Department funding, the second
stage of the program will be free for all participants. Here is how you enroll:

● Those who have signed up for Stage 2 by paying an additional $32 will
be refunded and do not need to take any further action.

● Existing participants who have not paid for stage 2 should click on this
Current Participant Link to enroll.

● New participants should use the New Participant Link to enroll.

(ii) Required for High School Students Participating in In-Person
Extracurriculars
Beginning the week of April 26th, all high school students participating in
in-person extracurricular activities (including athletics) will be required to
participate in the pooled testing program. The student is exempt from the
requirement if they have tested positive for COVID in the last 90 days.
Students who are fully vaccinated, may opt to participate, but are also exempt
from the requirement.

If you are using the exemption, please do not complete the enrollment form
and submit documentation of a positive COVID test or vaccination record card
to the High School Main Office. The vaccine exemption is valid 14 days after
the final dose (2nd dose of Moderna or Pfizer or single dose of the Johnson
and Johnson).

Those participating in in-person high school extracurricular activities
will need to enroll no later than April 25 to begin testing the week of
April 26.

If you have any questions about the COVID pooled testing program,
please email wps_covid-19_testing_program@waylandps.org.

2. Minimize the risk of travel: If you choose to travel, please quarantine and
test as outlined in the Travel Advisory. Please note that travel within
Massachusetts also carries with it risk. For example, highly contagious
variants of COVID-19 have impacted Cape Cod significantly, a place where
many of our families are planning to vacation this spring.

3. Be very careful about participating in social gatherings: While we are not
seeing COVID transmission in our schools, spread of COVID is taking place
in our community at extended family or friend events. If you gather outside
your immediate family unit, even in a small group, please practice masking
and maintain social distance.

4. Complete the daily Healthwatch attestation: Please contact your building’s
office if you have issues with our Healthwatch link and make sure that you
complete the Healthwatch attestation for each of your children every day.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKEFuBEGP6HJAyWxw3PTe5wZQLNnKF6VRgKgs47qd2XLc1iQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-SFE2LwzbYuqWEbtOErxsqDjUiLCGpK5hgBIYxENJmeOgxQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:wps_covid-19_testing_program@waylandps.org
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www.wbur.org/commonhealth/2021/04/09/cape-cod-b117-strain-coronavirus-high-risk-designation


5. Get and use a high-quality mask or double-mask for all of your family
members: For more information about effective masking please see this
LINK.

I hope that you have a very enjoyable vacation. Our staff is very excited to welcome
your children back to school. We know that for some this might be a challenging
transition and we are here to help.

Thank you very much for your ongoing partnership.

Respectfully,

Arthur Unobskey, Superintendent
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https://www.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1036352/File/2020%20Novel%20Coronavirus%20(COVID-19)%20Updates/COVID-19%20Information/Getting%20the%20most%20from%20your%20mask%20(1).pdf

